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NOTICE %%%m L

Headquarters Western Defense Command

Office of the Commanding General ./ ~ A ;{7;
Presidio of San Francisco, Californiajf/ 280D

PUBLIC PROCLAMATION NO. 21
17 DECEMBER 1944

TC:  The people within the States of Arizons, California, Idaho, Montana, Nevada,
Oregon, Utah, and Washingren, and the Public gencrally:

Whereas, There bas been subsrantial improvement in the military situation since
the period when the imposition of certain reserictions on and the exclusion and
evacuation of ail persons of Japanese ancestry from designated areas of the Western
Defense Command was warranted; and

Whercas, There is stili reasonable possibilicy of hostile acts against the West
Coast Area of the United Seates and this ihility of enemy action requires adequare
mezsures co prevent zid and comfort to the enemy and to prevent the commission of
acts of sabotage or espionage separately or in connection therewith; and

Whereas, The present milinary sitnation makes possible modification and reluxa-
tion of restrictions and the termination of the system of mass exclusion of persons
of Japanese ancesiry as heretnafrer Provided, and permits the substirution for mass
exclusion of a system of individuat inagd ] of those individuals
whose presence within sensitive areas of the Western Defense Command is deemed
a saurce of potencial danger w che mititary security thersof; and

Whereas, Availeble information permits the determination of potential danger
o an individual basis; and

Whercas, The Secretary of War has designated the undersigned as the Mititary
Conunander to carry out the duties and responsibilities imposed by Exceutive Order
No. 5066, dated 19 February 1942, for sthar portion of the United States embraced in
the Western Defense Command, and authorized the undersigaed to maodify of cancel
any orders issued under the said Executive Order by former Commanding Generals
of the Western Defense Command.

Now, Therefore, |, H. C. Pratr, Major General, U, 5. Army, by virtue of the
auchority vested in me by the Presidenc of the United States and Ly the Secretary of
War and my powers and prerogarives as Commanding General, Western Defense
Commund, do hereby declare and proclaim char, sffective 2 January 1943:

1. Paragraph 3, Public Proclamation No. 1, dated 2 March 19432, a5 amcnded,
15 rescinded.

2. Paragraph 5, Public Proclamation No. 2, dated t6 March 1942, as amended,
i5 rescinded.

3. The following pumbered Public Froclamations issued by the Commanding
General, Western Defense Command, are rescinded:

No. 3, duted 24 March 1942;
No. 4, dated 27 March 1942;
No. 5, daced 30 March 1942;
No. 6, dated 2 June 1942;

No. 7, dated B June 1942;

No. 11, dated 18 August 1942,

4. Civilian Exclusion Orders Nos. 1 10 108 inclusive and Civilian le.uﬁcﬁve
Order No. t are rescinded,

3. Those persons concerning whom sp Qrdars have
been issued prioe to the effective date of this Proclamation shall continue to be
excluded by virtue of such individual Exclusion Orders.

6. Those persons who are ta remain excluded will be designated by the Com-
manding General, Westem Defense Command. All persons of Japaness ancestry not
designated by name for exclusion or other by the C ding Generai,

itic Tndividua! Excl

Western Defense Command or whose movement is not che subject of an order is
by any War Department or other government agency acting within the scope ¢
authority are exempted on 2 January 1945, the effective date hereof, from
provisions of zll Public Proclamatipns, Civilian Exclusion Orders and Civ
Rescrictive Orders pertaining exclusively to persons of Japanese ancesrey herete
i by the Commanding General, Westera Defense Command, except as prov

by paragraph 8 hereof.

7. Thaose persons of Japaness ancestry who desire to know if they are on
list of those persous who wiil be permitted to rerarn o the Exclusion Areas of
Western Defense Command should send theie inquiries to the Commanding Gen
Western Defense Command, Presidio of San Francisco, Caiifornia, actention: i
Affairs Division.

8. In order that the departure from War Relocation Project Areas may pro
in an orderly and peaceful manner Public Proclamation No. 8, dated 27 Juae |
and Civilian Restrictive Orders Nos. 18, 19, 20, 23, 24 and 30 shall remuin in force
effect wntil midnight, 20 January 1945, at which time they shall be of no fur
force or effect excepe as to those persons who have been designated individually
exclusion or other contred, or may be so designated ar a future date.

9. Persons of Japanese ancesity against whom no specific individual exclu
orders have been issued may obrain, if they so desire, identification cards issuct
the Western Defense Command indicating that they may travel and reside within
areas of the Western Defense Command heretofore prohibited 1o presons of Japa
ancestry.

10. The effect of the rescission of Public Proclamations and Civilizn Exclu
Orders in paragraphs 1, 2, 3 and 4 preceding, and the purpose of this Pu
Praclamatiun is o restore to all persons of Japanese anvestry who were exclu
under orders of the Commanding General, Western Defense Command and -
have not been designated individually for exclusion, or other contral, their full i
to enter and remzin in the militacy areas of the Western Defense Command.
people of the states situated within the Westecn Defense Command are assured
the records of all persons of Japanese ancestry have been carefully examined
only those persons who have been cleared by military authority have been permi
o return. They should be accorded the same treatment and allowed to enjoy
same privileges accorded other law abiding American citizens or residents.

11, This Proclamation shall not operate to affecr any offense heretotore ¢
mitted, nor any conviction of penalty incurred becuuse of violadions of the provis
of Public Proclamations, Civiﬁlian Exclusion Orders, Civilian Rescricrive Orders
Individual Exclusion Orders heretofore issued.

12, All Public Proclamations, Civilian Rescrictive Orders, and Individuai
clusion Orders insofar as they are in conflict with this Proclamation are amen
accordingly.

13, All Public Proclamations, Civilian Exclusion Orders, Civilian Restric
Orders, and Individusl Exclusion Orders hercin referred o are those issued by
Commanding General, Western Defense Command.

14. This Proclamarion shall become effective at midnight, 2400 PWT 2 Jam
1945,

H. C. PRATT
Major General, 15, 5, A
Cummanding
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