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HeadquUlers. Western Defense Command 
Office of the Commanding General \j/~ ~ ~ 

Presidio of San Francisco, Californiar ~~ 'l.7 

PUBLIC PROCLAMATION ·NO. 21 
17 DECEMBER 1944 

TO: T1w people "'ithin the Stares of Arizona, Caliromia, Idaho, Moncana, Ne ... 
Oregon, Utah, and Wash;.,gcon, and the Public generally: 

Whcrt!a$, There h .. been sub ... antial improvement in che military situation sine<> 
the- petiod when the impo:!iition ol certain rcsrrktlon~ on and thr exdu.sion and 
evacuation of all persons of Japanese aru:esrry from dcliignatcd :uns of the W.esrun 
Ddenu Command was 0/atranted; and 

Wherc:u. There is still resuonable pouibiliry of ho•tile aru against che West 
Coast Area of 1hc Unired Sutes aod this Jl'*ibiliry of enemy action requires adequa<e 
measures ro ptevent aid and romfott to lb~£" enemy and to pre\'enc Ehe commission oi 
a«s of sabotage or espionage oeparately or io conoection therewith; 111d 

Wh • rea., The prese<>t milinory oi.n.ation makes ponible modi fica<ion and rd&x2-
tion of re!trictions and the <ermiaatioo of che system <>f mass exclusion of persons 
of Japanese anceorry •• hereinafter provided, and permits the <Ubs<irurion for rna .. 
lfl(d:mion of a system of iodividuaJ deterrai.aa.tioo aod e.cludon of those LodlvidualS 
whose preson« within >en.itivc at"U$ of the Wcsran Defense Command is deemed 
~ ;out(c of potencial dang•r to the military ~r:unry thereof; and 

Whereas, /n·ailablc information permits che de<ennination of pocenti.al danger 
on an individual l>asis; and 

Wha-ea., The Secretary of War :Ita$ designa<ed the undersigned .. the Miliauy 
C<>mmander 10 carry out 1he du<~ and tesponsibilitie$ impooecl by Executive Order 
No. 9066, dated 19 February 19~Z, for thac portion of rhe UniteoJ State• embrxed in 
the We<ram Delense Command. and authon:zod the undersigned ro modify or C2neel 
any orders isoued under the said Executive Order by former Commanding G~erals 
of the Western O.fenso Comrnattd. 

N?"'· Therefore, I, H. C. P~tt, Major General, U. S. Anny, by vi~ of <he 
aurbomy vested rn me b)· rhe Pre<1denr of 1he United Stores and by !he Secretary of 
War and my powen and preroga<iv,.. u CDmmandi.,g General, W .. <ern Ddense 
Command, do hertby ded~te and proclaim that, effective 2 January 19•0: 

I. Pougraph S, Public P<odamacion No. 1, doted 2 March 1942, ,q amended, 
i> re>cinded. 

2. Pa<:Ograph S, Public Proclamation No. 2, du~ 16 March 1942, il$ amended, 
i> rescinded. 

3. Th• following numbered Public Proclamot"'n• issued by the Comm.uulins 
Genua!, Western Defense Command, are rcocinded: 

No. 3, d.te.! 24 March 1942; 
No. 4. d>~ed 27 March 1942; 
No. 5, d.rcd 30 March 19~2; 
No. 6, dared 2 June 1942; 
No. 7, ducd 8 June 19-42; 
No. II, dated 18 August 1942. 

4. Ci"ill.n E~clusion Ordtn Nos. I to 101 indwiYe aad CiWlu llaaktive 
Otdor No. l are r<scind<d. 

S. Thooe l"'""n' concrming whom specific ladividual Euluaion Orden have 
l>Hn iuued prior IO the effective date of chi. Praclamation shall continue to be 
.. duded by virrue of such individual bdusioa Orden. 

6. Th ooe perwn • "'ho • ro 10 n:main txcl...!ed will be desigMrecl by (b., Com· 
rnanding Gtntrol, Weuom Defense Co~n~n~~nd. AU penans of Japanese ancestry" nO( 
designated by name for exclusion or eMber control bJ tb.! Commanding General, 

WeKcm Defense Command or whosc movement ;. not the $Ubiuc of an order is 
by any War De panmcnt or other governmcn 1 agency actiag wi!hin the scope c 
authority are exempted on l January 194S, the effective date hereof, from 
provisions of .all PubHc Proclamacicms, Civilja.n Exclusion Ord!fn aad (j ,.. 
R~crietivc Orders ~rtaining e:.xdusi,·ety to p~~:rsoos of Japanese- IIMHrt')' heretc 
issued by che Commanding Gener•!, We!lern Defense Command, except a> pro>· 
by paragcaph 8 hereof. 

7, ThO<C per>nns of Japancsc ao«;try who desire to know if rhey are on 
list of lhooe penoos who will be permiued to rerum 10 the f:o:clusion Areas of 
Western Defense Commantl should smd their ;.,quiries 10 the Commanding Gen 
We51ern Defense Command, Presidio of San francisro, California, auention: I 
Affairs Di,,is ion. 

8. In order that the departure from War Relocation ProjeCt Areas may pr<> 
in an orderly ond peaceful manner Public Prodamati0f1 No. 8, dated Z7 June I 
and Civilian Restri<tive Ordeo Nos. ltl, 19, 20, 23, Z4 and 30 >hall rem• in in lorn 
effect umil rnidnight, 20 January 1<)45, at which time rhoy man be of no fur 
force or effra except as to those per>nns who have been designated individuall) 
exclusion or och~t control, or may be so design.artd ;U a f~ture date. 

9. Pet!OQS of Japan.st ancestry against whom no specific individual exdu 
orders have bet.:n l.ssl.le-d may obrain, if th~y so de~irt.:, .ldentifjatlon cuds hsuc• 
che Western Defense Command indicating that they may rravc! and reside within 
ua5 of the Western Dtfens. Command heretofore prohibitc'Ci tO J>t'r>O"' of Japa 
ancestry. 

10. The offect of the rescis.>ion of Public Proclamations and Civil11n Exdu 
Orden in paugraphs I, 2, ~ and 4 pr.ccding, =d rhe purpose of thi< Pu 
P.rodarru~tiun l5 to re$tore to. an peoons of Japanese anrestty who were exch.: 
undtr orders of the Commanding General, Wcstern Defense Command and 
have nm be:tn de5ignated individually for exclusion.. or orhet conHol, their €u11 ci, 
to emcr and remain in 1he military arras of the Western Dd onse Command. 
people of the SU!es situated wilhin the w .. tern Defense Command are assured 
the record! of all perso"' of Japane>< ancestry h.-e been carefully ex>mined 
onJy those pcnons ,.,-h,o have been cleared by military au(hority have been perm i 
to return. They should be aecorded •h• s;orne trealmenr and ~llowed to enjoy 
.same prlviles-es accorded odu·r law abiding American dtiz:ens or resid~nrs. 

11. This Proclamation shall nor opc["3.te to affect anv offense herelofore l 

.~:t~itte:d, nor any convicrlon or penalty tocurred ~c ... u.se of ,:tola,ions of th~ pro'"· is 
of Public ProcJamations. Civili.an Exclusion Orders, Civilian R~tJiiUicrL"e Ordtr~ 
Individual Exdusion Order< heretofore i"ued. 

12. All Public Proclamations, Ci'·ili~11 ResrricriVlO Onlcn, and Individual 
dwion Orden insofar a< rhey are in ronflict with this Proclamation are •men 
accordi<>gly. 

13. All Publk Proclamations, Civilian .Exclusion Orders, Civilian Restric 
Orders, and lndividu•l Exclusion Orden herrin rtferred t<l u c those is.utt! by 
Comrn.nding General, W eotern Deferue Command. 

1-4. Thu Prodanuuion shall become effective ar midnight, 2400 Pwr 2 Jam 
I !)>IS. 

H. C. PRATI 
Major General, ti. S. A 

Commanding 
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